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1 According to the Court’s case law, in order for an investigation to be considered effective, it must be, inter alia, timely.  
The Court has found that the timeliness requirement is not met if an investigation has been pending for more than one, one 
and a half, or two years.  Furthermore, the Court’s case law clearly states that an investigation opened or activated after 
communication of the case by the Court to the government cannot be considered timely or effective, for the impetus for the 
investigation is merely the Court’s inquiry and not the state’s sincere desire to fulfill its obligation to investigate crimes.  
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2 Amicus curiae is defined as a brief filed with the court on some matter of law by someone who is not a party to the case, 
but who believes that the court's decision may affect its interest.  In the European Court context, amicus curiae briefs have 
been submitted in order to present an analysis or additional information on a particular aspect of law relevant to the case. 
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